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American Balalaika Symphony Performs in Alexandria, VA 

 
 ALEXANDRIA, VA – On Saturday, May 17, 2008, at 7:30 p.m., the American Balalaika 
Symphony (ABS), under the artistic direction of Peter Trofimenko, will present its Spring 
concert at the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center on the Northern Virginia 
Community College campus, 3001 North Beauregard Street, Alexandria, VA 22311.   
 
  “Rhythms of Spring,” classic music of love, longing and laughter from Vivaldi to 
Satchmo, will feature acclaimed Russian soloist Vyacheslav Kruglov on domra and mandolin.  
Kruglov holds the title of “People’s Artist of Russia,” the nation’s highest artistic award.   
 
 Joining Mr. Kruglov are Tatiana Gracheva, also of Russia, on mandolin; Vladimir 
Fridman on guitar, ABS baritone Vladimir Rozenblat, and The New Dominion Choraliers, a 
popular Northern Virginia chorus of 70 singers. 
  
 The unique program will open with a duet of Kruglov and Gracheva perfoming Antonio 
Vivaldi’s Concerto for Two Mandolins, followed by Variations on Carnival of Venice by Nicoli 
Paganini, Bazzini’s La Ronde Des Lutin, and the Italian favorite, Tarantella, by L. Desorme, all 
featuring the virtuosity of Kruglov.  Switching genres, jazz guitarist Vladimir Fridman will 
present decidedly upbeat versions of the rock favorite, Classical Gas, by Mason Williams, Dark 
Eyes by D. Reinhardt, and his own composition, Waltz.  
 
 The concert’s second half, featuring classic love songs popularized by Frank Sinatra, 
Tony Bennett, and Louis Armstrong, including The Shadow of Your Smile, I Left My Heart in 
San Francisco, and New York, New York, will feature vocals by Rosenblat, and The New 
Dominion Choraliers. 
 
 Tickets are available at the door on the day of the performance, or may be charged online 
at www.balalaika.biz or by calling 703-351-1331.  Cash and checks only at the door. 
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 Founded in 2001, the Washington, D.C.-area American Balalaika Symphonyis  
comprised of an internationally diverse mix of professional and amateur musicians from the 
Washington, D.C. metropolitan area and performs a range of music from folk to symphonic.  
 
 A balalaika orchestra is similar to a traditional symphony orchestra, but uses Russian 
plucked string instruments, such as the balalaika and domra, rather than Western bowed 
instruments such as the violin and cello. The orchestra’s distinctive sound is rounded out by 
instruments such as the bayan (Russian button accordion), gusli (an ancient Russian table harp), 
cimbalom (similar to a hammered dulcimer), and full wind and percussion sections. 
  
  Founder, artistic director and conductor Peter Trofimenko was classically trained in Kiev 
in balalaika performance, conducting, arrangement and composition. He moved to the United 
States in 1993. By sharing his artistic vision and musical knowledge, Mr. Trofimenko has 
created a unique orchestral group that embraces the rich traditions of the Russian Music School, 
while drawing on the best of European and American musical traditions. 
 
 For more information, visit the ABS website at: www.balalaika.biz. 
 
Concert Details 
 
Date:    Saturday, May 17, 2008 
 
Place:    Rachel M. Schlesinger Hall Concert Hall and Arts Center 
  Northern Virginia Community College, Alexandria Campus 
             3001 North Beauregard Street 
             Alexandria, Virginia 22311 
 
Time:    7:30 P.M. 
 
Tickets:  General Admission:  $20 in advance/$25 at the door 
    Seniors and students: $15.00 
             Groups of five or more in advance: $15.00 each 
  Cash or checks only at the door;  
  Tickets may be charged online at www.balalaika.biz,  
  or by calling 703-351-1331 
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