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American Balalaika Symphony Performs in Alexandria, VA

ALEXANDRIA, VA — On Saturday, May 16, 2009 at 7:30 p.m., the American Balalaika
Symphony (ABS), under the artistic direction of Peter Trofimenko, will present its Spring
Concert, “Over the Waves,” at the Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center on the
Northern Virginia Community College campus, 3001 North Beauregard Street, Alexandria, VA
22311.

Reflecting the warmth and passion of music from Spain, Italy, Mexico, Georgia and
Russia, Over the Waves features internationally acclaimed piano soloists Katerina Zaitseva and
Nikita Fitenko, and the works of composers Miro, Asafiev, Caccini, Gimenez, Liszt, Rosas, and
Tsagareyshvili, among others.

The program opens with Miro’s lively Mercedes, and continues the Hispanic theme with
Rosas’ Over the Waves, the spirited pasadoble, Rio Rita, by Santeugini, and the rhythmic,
Basques from Asafiev’s Soviet-era ballet, The Flames of Paris. Also included in the first half is
one of the most familiar pieces of film music ever written, More, from the 1962 Italian
documentary, Mondo Cane, and a solo performance by ABS flutist, Victor Dubenco, on
panpipes in the heartfelt and atmospheric Ave Maria by Caccini.

The second half continues the magic with Ms. Zaitseva’s performance of the seldom-
heard Liszt-Busoni Rhapsodie Espagnole, a sprawling, virtuosic evocation of romantic, 19th-
century Spain based on several well-known folk melodies. The orchestra will perform the
popular Intermezzo from Giménez’s 1897 light opera, The Wedding of Luis Alonso, often
described as an “Andalusian fantasy,” and Nikita Fitenko will present the U.S. premiere of
Varziya Rejoices, a brilliant fantasy-concertino for piano and orchestra by the contemporary
Georgian composer, V. Tsagareyshvili.

In a rousing finale, Dr. Fitenko and Ms. Zaitseva will together perform Rozenblat’s
Concertino on Two Russian Themes for piano/four hands.

Tickets are available at the door on the day of the performance, or may be charged online

at www.ABSorchestra.org or by calling 703 351 1331. Only cash and checks will be accepted at
the door.

(more)



Founded in 2001, the American Balalaika Symphony is a full symphony orchestra
comprised of internationally diverse mix of musicians from the Washington, D.C. metropolitan
area.

Each concert season, ABS performs a stunning range of music from beloved Russian folk
melodies to classical favorites to rarely heard symphonic masterpieces, often with prominent
virtuoso soloists from around the world.

Unlike a traditional symphony orchestra, a balalaika orchestra uses Russian plucked
string instruments such as the balalaika and domra, rather than bowed instruments such as the
violin and cello.

Today there are just seven balalaika orchestras in the United States. Unlike most of the
others, ABS rounds out its balalaika ensemble with full wind and percussion sections and
unusual additions, such as the bayan (Russian button accordion), gusli (Russian table harp), and
sopilka (a Russian recorder)

Founder, artistic director and conductor Peter Trofimenko was classically trained in Kiev

in balalaika performance, conducting, arrangement and composition. He came to the United
States in 1993.

For more information, visit the ABS website at: www.ABSorchestra.org.

Concert Details
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2009

Place: Rachel M. Schlesinger Hall Concert Hall and Arts Center
Northern Virginia Community College, Alexandria Campus
3001 North Beauregard Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22311

Time: 7:30 P.M.

Tickets: General Admission: $20 in advance/$25 at the door
Seniors and students: $15.00
Groups of five or more in advance: $15.00 each
Cash or checks only at the door;
Tickets may be charged online at www.ABSorchestra.org,
or by calling 703-351-1331.

Attachments: Katerina Zaitseva biography
Nikita Fitenko biography

-END-



Guest Artist: Katerina Zaitseva

Hailed by the Fanfare magazine for her “imaginative and
colorful interpretive approach,” Katerina Zaitseva has
performed in the United States, Germany, Luxemburg, France,
South Korea, Japan, and Russia including appearances in the
Moscow State Conservatory Hall (Moscow, Russia), John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts(Washington D.C.),
Steinway Hall (Dallas, Texas), and at many European festivals.
Ms. Zaitseva was also privileged to play for the King of Spain,
Juan Carlos, at the opening of the Meadows Museum of Arts in
Dallas. Ms. Zaitseva has been featured as soloist with the
Russian Philharmonic Orchestra, Dallas Chamber Orchestra,
Meadows Symphony Orchestra, Corvallis Symphony, Lewisville
Lake Symphony, Northeast Arkansas Symphony, and Rapides
Symphony Orchestra.

Ms. Zaitseva’'s recording of Glazunov’s Concerto No. 2 with the
Russian Philharmonic Orchestra, released by Classical Records in 2007, has garnered
international critical acclaim. American Record Guide critic wrote: “Katerina Zaitseva’'s
playing no doubt captures the vitality and excitement one would have heard from
Glazunov’s daughter Elena, who was often the soloist in early performances of this work ...
This recording is a welcome addition to anyone’s listening library.” Katerina’s latest CD,
Trios by Beethoven, Kuhlau and Donizetti with flutist Dennette McDermott and bassoonist
Douglas Bakenhus, will be released in Moscow on Classical Records in the summer 2009.

In addition to solo recitals, Katerina Zaitseva performs extensively in piano duo with Nikita
Fitenko. Hailed by critics for their “superlative sound, superlative interpretation, and
superlative pianism...”, the duo has performed worldwide. Their most recent appearances
include the Piano Duo Series (Tokyo, Japan), Nancyphonies Music Festival (Nancy, France),
Berkeley University (California, USA), as well as at Seocho District Hall and Yonsei
University (South Korea). Their critically acclaimed CD, featuring works for piano four hands
by Schumann and Brahms, was released in 2005.

Prior to settling in the Washington D.C. area, Katerina Zaitseva was a full time piano faculty
member and Artist in Residence at Louisiana College. She also presented master classes at
Han Yang University (Seoul, Korea) and Showa University (Tokyo, Japan). In addition to
teaching, she is the Executive Director of the Washington International Piano Festival and
Associate Executive Director of the Louisiana International Piano Competition.

Ms. Zaitseva is a winner of several competitions and awards including the MTNA
Competition, SMU Concerto Competition, Von Mickwitz Prize in Piano, as well as Outstanding
Undergraduate Student Award among others. She holds a Master of Music degree from the
Southern Methodist University, a Bachelor of Music degree magna cum laude from the
University of North Texas, and a Diploma from the Music School affiliated with the Moscow
State Conservatory in Russia. Her principal teachers include Joaquin Achlcarro, Pamela Mia
Paul, and Marina Prozorova.



Guest Artist: Nikita Fitenko

Internationally acclaimed pianist and Yamaha Artist Nikita Fitenko has performed solo
recitals and with orchestras in the former Soviet Union, and throughout Europe, Asia, and
South and North America. He has appeared as a
soloist with such orchestras as St. Petersburg
Capella Symphony,Russian Chamber Philharmonic,
Russian Philharmonic Orchestra of Moscow, St.
Petersburg State Conservatory Orchestra, State
Hermitage Orchestra, Slovak National Philharmonic,
Lewisville Symphony, Rapides Symphony, Northeast
Texas Symphony, and Northwestern Symphony
Orchestra. In addition to concerts in the United
States, future engagements this year will take him
to Sweden, Germany, China, South Korea, Japan,
and Russia.

While performing a wide and diverse repertoire, Nikita Fitenko is an acknowledged master of
Russian piano music. He has recorded three CDs of works by leading contemporary Russian
composers for Altarus Records. His initial recording of solo piano works by Georgy
Sviridov(1997), and his two-CD set of music by Sergei Slonimsky (2000), have garnered
rave reviews from the international music press.

Fanfare Music Review wrote, "Fitenko plays magnificently!" Slonimsky himself described
Fitenko's interpretation of his piano music as “outstanding, vivid, imaginative, virtuosic,
fascinating, and pianistically brilliant.” Dr. Fitenko's latest recording, Scriabin's Piano
Concerto with the Russian Philharmonic Orchestra of Moscow, was released on the Classical
Records label in December 2007.

A native of St. Petersburg, Russia, Nikita Fitenko graduated from the St. Petersburg State
Conservatory with a citation for excellence awarded to only five other graduates in the last
50 years. After receiving the Anton Rubinstein Memorial Award he came to the United
States to study, pursuing his master's and doctoral degrees from the University of North
Texas. Fitenko’s principal teachers included Roman Lebedev, Igor Lebedev, and Joseph
Banowetz.

Nikita Fitenko is the winner of several competitions including the Belarusian International
Piano Competition (Minsk, Belarus), the Beethoven Piano Competition (Memphis, TN), and
the Houston Symphony National Young Artist Competition (Houston, TX) among others.

Dr. Fitenko has been invited to serve on many international piano competition juries
including the 2003 World International Piano Competition in Cincinnati, OH; the 2008
Rachmaninov International Piano Competition in Moscow, Russia; the 2008 Nordic
International Piano Competition in Malmo, Sweden; and the 2009 American Pianists
Association’s Classical Fellowship Awards in Indianapolis, IN.

Currently, Dr. Fitenko is Associate Professor of Piano at the Catholic University of America in
Washington, D.C. Prior to that position, he was Associate Professor and Coordinator of
Keyboard Area at Northwestern State University of Louisiana.



